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Participants:

12 persons from 9 organisations members
and partners of the Access to Land Network
from 5 European countries: Italy, France,
Germany, Ukraine and Romania
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Location:
Alunisu Village, Cluj Region, Transylvania, Romania
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Day 1—Sept 9: Welcome to Alunisu and ALPA’s family

Lars Veraart and Attila Szocs host warmly the group in their guest houses with a high sense of family and

| ecological spirit: fresh products cooked on site with love and environmental respect in renovated buildings

made with traditional and local materials. Every detail counts, because Life is in all ALPA’s action and

| minutes. All participants introduce themselves and express after the diner their expectations for this visit:

- Understand and know better ALPA’s organization, its challenges and its projects;

- Know better the Romanian context towards Land Issues;

- Reinforce linkages between Eastern European organizations working on Agroecology and’esneqalfy. -
between Ukraine and Romania;

- Reinforce team“buildjng and networking within the Access to Land Network (A2L) members and its
allies like Europea’n Vlia Campesina (ECVC) and AGTER (French NGO);

Know more about&he AZL advocacy strategy and its road map for the next months.
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Day 2 : Driving into ALPA’s reality

1) Romanian Land & Farming Context

Attila presented the Romanian context regarding
Land Issues (find here PPT from ALPA on the '
Cloud) and what the ALPA’s project is in this
context:

Romania's agricultural sector is caught betw_e.éh'
remnants of communism and the rise| of
capitalism, contributing only 4.5% of GDP w__!_' Iz
employing 30% of the labor force. The country‘isf-‘ﬁ’
the EU's 6th largest agricultural landholder, yet
farms are highly fragmented, with 50% of
farmland leased by foreign companies. Small
farms (less than 4 hectares) dominate, though
the average size has doubled since joining the
EU in 2007. Land consolidation is slow, with
many farms abandoned. Despite CAP subsidies,
only 15% of small farmers benefit, while large
agribusinesses absorb over 50% of the funds.
ALPA seeks to address these challenges by
promoting land stewardship, agroecology, and
supporting farm succession.

https://cloud.accesstoland.eu/appsf/files/files/306297?dir=/10. Activities 2023-2024/ALPA%27s Visit_ SEPT2024&openfile=true 6/17



17/09/2024 19:39 PDF.js viewer

sDay 2 : Driving into ALPA’s reality
2) Food Market in Huedin

== The weekly market in Huedin, held every Tuesday for the past 700 years,
| features three main sections: second-hand clothes and shoes, fruits and
vegetables from Southern Romania (sold by agro-industrial products resellers),
and local producers, using few chemical intrants and practicing small scale
farming model though not organic certified. An elderly British couple is actively
y involved in supporting these producers and renovating old buildings. Since
COVID, animal sales have stopped, and dairy products are sold in an EU- ®
standard covered market, which is costlier for farmers. A few years ago, the
couple successfully opposed the closure of the open-air market. ALPA maintains
close ties with these local producers, emphasizing the importance of direct
markets and short sales circuits for agroecology. Due to high prices (e.g., €2/kg
for peppers, €10/kg for shelled walnuts), affordability remains a main concern
for local consumers. Huedin is home to three distinct communities—Romanians,
Rroma (Romani people), and Hungarians—who rarely interact. The Hungarians
form the largest group, with children attending Hungarian-speaking schools.
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Day 2 : Driving into ALPA’s reality
3) ALPA’s presentation by Attila

Since its founding in 2016, ALPA (RO for= “Access to Land for Agroecology”) has
focused on securing land for agroecology and conserving nature in the bioregion of
Kalotaszeg/Tara Calatei, connecting biodiversity protection with agriculture. ALPA
promotes an innovative concept of "commons," encompassing land stewardship,
participative approach with local communities and the entire food value chain. They
aim to regenerate socio-ecological landscapes, proving that farming can coexist with
biodiversity through methods like, small scale farming, building corridors and forest
stewardship. Peasants play a central role in promoting peace, health, and vitality.
ALPA’s objectives include reaching future farmers, mapping land ownership and
critical biodiversity areas, addressing farm succession challenges, and navigating
Romania's land laws. The organization emphasizes the need to raise awareness on
land stewardship and to communicate on social medias.

Future actions involve (i) structuring the organization by increasing its human
resources and building its strategic plan, (ii) managing 10 hectares of farmland and
increase the land trust, (iii) establishing a training center, (iv) and fostering
networking. ALPA also collaborates with international (member of A2L) and local
organizations and has a strong focus on education, though agroecology is
underrepresented in Romanian universities. To attract future farmers, ALPA plans to
develop a farm incubator and support farming project participants. They are working
with the Dutch embassy on this topic aiming to support the next generation of
farmers. ALPA is already well experienced in receiving groups and young people as
they also promote and manage the Worldwide Opportunities on Organic Farms
(WWOOF) organization in Romania. ALPA is also starting new EU projects this autumn
working with researchers and university on the topic of Agroecology.

(find ALPA pdf presentation here on the cloud)
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Day 2 : Driving into ALPA’s reality
4) Alunisu, a village with only 6 cows but lots of hope and opportunities

Visit to the priest from the reform church: He is processing the milk from cows and sheep of villagers into cheese since the milk company stopped
to come in the village to take milk due to disappearance of peasants and cows in Alunisu. He also works in the farm land of the church and have
orchard to transform fruits into Palinka (local alcohol) and make honey. He’s pessimistic regarding the future of peasants in the village as there are
only 6 cows now while they were more than 30, 15 years ago.

Visit of an old couple of peasants processing tomatos for winter time: They have a few land around their house and they want to keep it for their
children. They don’t want to give / let it to ALPA as they said it should be discussed with their children. This shows the difficulty in farm succession
faced by ALPA. Though, they are a good example of “peasants” in Eastern Europa.

Landscape and agricultural land view on top of Alunisu: it changed a lot since the last decades and now there is only one big farmer in the village
who is ploughing more and more land. ALPA sees an opportunity to secure more land as many land are abandoned around the village and the big
| farmer is already very busy with all his land. He’s smart but living in a very different way than “peasants”. His son loves big tractors and machineries.
ALPA already stewards 10 ha around Alunisu and knows where its land is while plots are very fragmented. Public and common lands are decreasing if
the mayor decides to rent “unused” land to big farmers. There is a big challenge on working with local authorities but ALPA is moving forward in this
sense as it is actively involved in the local community life.

In the forest, lots of animals are living as bears, lynxs, wolfs,... there is a polarized debate about bears in Romania a bit similar to wolf’s debate in
western Europa. There are very few accident caused by bears with humans but they are still hunted by people coming from abroad (// safari). There
is a national park / reserve in the mountains behind the hills around Alunisu were it's possible to hike and do some tourism. There are some people
living there but more like shepherds in summer with very small and tiny houses. There is not farming in the park. ALPA wants to showcase the
impaortance of biodiversity in this bioregion and the emergency to protect it while using agroecological practices.

Visit to shepherds: a couple of shepherds is living from April to November in the mountain area with very modest settlement. Currently they take
o care of 400 sheeps and around 10 goats from villagers like Lars and Attila. They are young and they don’t see their life differently except to have
.4 access to a bit more technologies and modernity in the mountains. They milk their animals twice a day manually and have to prevent from wolfs
" attack.
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e Day 3 : How to join forces? |

1) Advocacy meeting — UPSOL project

Presentation of an update of the Erasmus project called “Upskilling Pa@ﬂ@?‘for Agroecology |
Practitioners towards European Synergies on Land” - UPSOL and runned by the Access to Land |
Network between sept 23 and August 25. )

—> 5 A2L members are partners of this project with the main objectives to reinfore the A2L
members capacities towards advocacy, to reinforce cooperation on the EU level with different
actors, increase awareness on Land Issues on EU Level;

— UPSOL is at mid-term: partners have followed a training cycle on advocacy at EU level
(resources and reports from these trainings available on the Website and the Next Cloud) and
have reinforced linkages with ancient allies & partners (ECVC, FIAN, IFOAM, AGTER, ARC2020,
TNI) and created new ones within EU coalitions like Good Food Good Farming, Agroecology
EU, the Food Policy Coalition especially with environmental ‘organizations such as Birdlife,

—— conferences and coalition building in Eastern Europa are on—gomg (BILIM Forum in Bucarest

Dec 24, conferences in Kiev, ALPA’s visit);

On-going work on 4 Policy Briefs on the following topics: (i) A European Farm units and Land

market Observatory as a Key Initiative for Enhanced Land Access Regulation in Europe, (ii) A
- call for streamlining EU energy, biodiversity and farming transitions, (iii) Protecting the Right

to Land in Ukraine: National and European Perspectives, (iv) Protecting the Right to Land for

smallholders in Eastern Europe (Social and environmental impacts of land grabbing) %

- Communication to raise awareness: videos & articles are available on tge acpgsstolandggu |

website, on social medias (Insta, X and Linkedin), new website and a er are ,gndqg .
construction, the Next Cloud is also a great internal resource center for me%ers%d p%ﬂneﬁ t
Plan to campaign with allies for a European Citizen Initiative on “Right to Faad” y 1'
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Day 3 : How to join forces?
ng — Policy Brief on EU Land Observatory

The draft Policy Brief on the European Land Observatory (LO), prepared by Terre de Liens and AGTER with P
feedback from Sylvia Kay (TNI), Maarten (Terre en Vue) and Eliaz Moreau (ECVC), was discussed with
participants from various organizations, including AGTER, ALPA, Die Agronauten, ADRI, and ECVC. Overall, there
is strong support for lobbying decision-makers to establish a European LO to monitor farm units and land
markets, but key points were raised:

* Monitoring Land Managers: The LO should identify and monitor who use the land and the dynamics of land

transactions, providing a clearer picture of current practices to inform future CAP negotiations.

* Focus on Transparency: The brief should advocate for transparency in land management data without
suggesting solutions. The emphasis should be on gathering the right parameters, as current ones are
inadequate.

* Data Interpretation: Proper data interpretation is crucial. For example, although Terre de Liens manages
10,000 hectares (without using them), the LO must assess the agroecological, small-scale, and citizen-based §
stewardship practices involved. A separate brief could focus on how to analyze such data.

* EU-Level Observatory: A unified, EU-wide observatory is necessary to address the European-wide problem of
land tenure. Harmonized data would serve as a first step toward common land regulation policies,
complementing the CAP.

* Accessibility and Use of Data: The LO’s data should be accessible to local authorities, farmers' unions, civil
society organizations, and others engaged in food security and supporting new farmers. The observatory
would consolidate existing data and generate new insights on land prices, farm consolidation, and
stewardship processes.

The discussion emphasized the need for the LO to support better land governance while ensuring transparency

and accurate interpretation of data. This observatory must be based on the projects to transfer the right of

use (sale of lands or shares, and leasing) to offer the opportunity to change the beneficiary to peasant farms.

.,
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Day 3 : How to join forces?

3) Advocacy meeting — EU Seminar on Biodiversity and Agriculture

Preparation to EU seminar on Biodiversity and
Agriculture in Nov 4-6, 2024 in South of France
co-organized within a Life Project by the French
Unions of the Conservatories of Natural Spaces
(FCEN), Terre de Liens and Access to Land in
particular with its member XCN from Catalunia.
Damien from TDL prepared the workshop session
on the topic of the Territorial dynamics: how can
we work to preserve natural areas and implement
biodiversity-friendly farming practices on a
regional scale? with Lars and Bori from ALPA.
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Day 3 : How to join forces?
4) TRIFOLIUM KAJO AGROECOLOGICAL GOAT FARM VISIT

Jonas and his wife, a Romanian from Cluj, own and manage a small
farm in a village of 60 inhabitants, mostly from the Rroma and
Hungarian community, in Transylvania. Jonas, originally from Belgium,
moved to the region 20 years ago, and they bought the farm two
years ago. Their land, less than 4 hectares, is fragmented across the
village. They aim to be mostly self-sufficient, selling goat cheese and
planning to develop agrotourism for additional income. Using
agroecological practices, they raise Saanen goats, poultry, and a
donkey, and have invested in milking and harvesting equipment.
However, they are not registered as official farmers with the EU, which
prevents them from receiving subsidies. They opted for a private clinic
for their baby’s birth due to concerns about local healthcare. The
village population has drastically declined from 800 people 20 years
ago, with many current residents only returning during holidays. Some
older villagers express nostalgia for the communist era, citing the
abundance of work and resources. Jonas has worked extensively to
renovate the farm using traditional materials and has become
involved in the local Hungarian church, which helps him integrate
socially, access land, and find community support.

Jonas and his family illustrate perfectly what is AGROECOLOGY.
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Day 3 : How to join forces?

5) Speech from Mykola Stryzhak from the Ukrainian Farmers Union
(AFZU) at Hilltop of Kilipestri Village

Mykola Stryzhak, horary president of AFZU, delivered a speech
highlighting the challenges and values of Ukrainian farmers. He
stressed that farmers, wherever they live, have a shared mission: to
feed people. He praised Jonas as an example of a farmer who is
well-integrated into his community and passionate about his work,
noting that Ukrainian farmers share the same dedication, with 92%
of their food coming directly from their own farms. He emphasized
Ukraine's connection to the European Union, calling Romanians and
Ukrainians "brothers" and advocating for solidarity between the
two nations in agricultural production.Mykola highlighted the need
for an advocacy system to defend farmers at the EU level, pointing
out that current policies are dominated by agroindustry, sidelining
family farming. He criticized the Ukrainian government for allowing
large corporations to own up to 10,000 hectares of land, which he
sees as contradictory to democratic values. Mykola argued that land
grabbing threatens the freedom of citizens, peasants, and local
communities, while driving up food prices. He called for EU
Members of Parliament to prioritize land management by people
living on the land. He concluded his speech by encouraging the
audience, likening them to "bees bringing honey," symbolizing
positive change.
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Day 3 : How to join forces?

b SR . 6) Jebuc discussion on commons and harvest ideas for ALPA
@ The hilltop site of Jebuc in Transylvania serves as a perfect example of a common land, managed by the local community. This undivided 50-hectare property, filled
with oak trees, grazing land, and diverse wildlife, highlights the essential relationship between biodiversity and agriculture. The concept of commons, where land
§ is managed collectively and cannot be divided, is significant and must be emphasized to decision-makers. For instance, oak tree seeds are spread by birds,
protected by rosy bushes, and fertilized by grazing sheep, showcasing a natural synergy between the environment and farming.
ALPA recognizes the urgency of advocating for the protection and creation of new commons, which go beyond modern realities. Their philosophy focuses on land
¢ stewardship, ensuring a legacy for future generations by conserving land to protect biodiversity. Romania has three types of commons: “Islaz” (undividable private
ownership for village communities, like Jebuc), “Composesorate” (a different type of neighborhood commons), and “Obsti” mainly used for forests. There is a
¥ need to create new commons, and ALPA aims to raise awareness of this model, which contrasts with the failures of state control seen under communism.

* Charter: Establish a formal charter ensuring ALPA’s land will never be sold, emphasizing there’s no return on investment from this land.

* Communication: ALPA should explain its concept to municipalities and local authorities and communicate its mission through social media,
with videos showcasing its role in the broader network of similar organizations. For instance, Hannes is already filming to create a new
video for ALPA.

» Simplifying Guidelines: ALPA intends to work with A2L to simplify the guidelines for Local Authorities from the Ruralization project, making
them more practical for Romania and Eastern Europe.

* Working with local authorities & communities: it would be interesting to find out about collective management with the
mayor/community leaders (how democratic is the management of the common lands?);

» ALPA Farmer Conditions: Work on defining the conditions for becoming an ALPA farmer and later develop indicators to monitor them.

» Legal Structure: Attila and Lars are considering transitioning ALPA from an association into a citizen/shareholder company and/or perhaps a
foundation. They are already working with lawyers to find the appropriate legal status for the organization.

ALPA’s main focus is on future farmers rather than supporting current ones. In 2023, ALPA and Eco Ruralis participated in a public consultation

in Romania regarding pre-emptive rights. ALPA advocated for prioritizing agroecological tenants in these rights, while other syndicates focused

on simplifying the process.

4 Key ideas for ALPA’s future: I
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Day 3 : How to join forces?

7) Conclusion session

The concluding session of the ALPA visit gathered reflections from
e participants on their experience. Many expressed gratitude for ti
opportunity to meet and learn from peers across different countries. The
visit highlighted similarities between farming challenges in Romania anc
other regions, particularly regarding family farms, agroecology, and t
need for better policies to support small-scale farmers as to limit and stop
farming companies, because lands used by them are not available for
peasants. The participants appreciated the balance of discussions, farm
visits, and walks, which gave insight into local farming practices and ALPA's (&
work. Several attendees emphasized the importance of continuing to
_strengthen international networks, sharing success stories, and developing
| projects that support sustainable land use and commons management. The
visit to Jonas' farm was particularly impactful, making the challenges arfl:d*'_
aspirations of small-scale farmers more tangible. There was consensus that &2
> 'ALPA has great potential and should continue to grow with support fron
« A2L members. Participants encouraged further collaboration and advoca
for family farming and agroecology, both locally and at the European level
Everyone expressed hope for future partnerships and a desire to help ALPA
succeed in its mission to protect land and foster a sustainable farming
future.
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- :

ANKS TO ALL PARTICIPANTS FOR G AND BEING SO DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF
AGROECOLOGY OUR WONDERFUL HOSTS ATTILA AND LARS AND THEIR FAMILIES, THE LOCAL
PEASANTS AND TO THE TRANSYLVANIAN LANDSCAPE, WILDLIFE AND RAIN!
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